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The effe%ts of. early childbearingiBn a woman's later
social and econromic status are examined in this paper. Previous
.research has.documented an association of early ‘mot herhood with  lower
edyational attainment, marital instability, higher. subsequent
fertility, and later economic poverty. Hovever, these associations
have not been tested in multfyariate models. of attainment that
include important controls fop social, economic, and motivatianal

factors. ‘Therefore, it is not clear whethef the attainment of young

.the achievements of early childbearers are limited by persoral and
social characteristics other than age at first birth. T anpalyses
suaparized in this paper evalmate the attainment of approximately
5000 contemporary young Amerijcan. females ag it is ‘affected by the age
when they bare their first ¢hild. In additiqn, the effect of the
ldqitilacy status .of the birth is evaluated. Quantified gesults and: °
analytical discussion focus upon education; family size (fertility):
marital stability; and occupational and income status. ‘Additional
foci Include an examination of the relationship between female headed .
/families, welfare dependency, and poverty. Some means are sudggested
/by which the government, the schools, and other institutions could
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nm ze:,-.m:y of :eenad\asqmt declined as rapid.ly as che fertiliry

of oldtr wgnen., Indeed, teems. zged 15 and y&unger have actually had. fising

¥
f.r:ili:y‘races in recent years. In addicion, because of che la.rge size of ch&

pcst-‘v’hr birth cohorts, the absolute nmber of births to teenagers and thz
{ﬁponion of a.ll birtb.s that occur to teen mothers have risen. In ISTS,

you;\g"v/mn under age 20 bore 19 percen: of all g.hildten, k)] percent of ¢ ’
T
L;all. firsc éEl.}dren, a.nd 52, percent of a]... ouc-of-wedlock .ch.ild.ren. Is this

s-:uation 3 cause £dr concera? S ’ /

- . A

fhe fd!:us of this research is an evaluation of the consequznces af ez::’y

-
]

chilibsaring for the lacer socidl and econcmic s:a.cus of the mcchE:. Previous
.

""5“ 'meuch has docmenced an ;ssociacion ‘£ aa.rly motherhood with lower ahxcz:ianz.l

s att:ai.nnenc, a. h_.gher probabili:y of divorce among paren:s who highe:
e
tubSequent: fertili'y, and wich later, gponomic poverty. Howevdr,. these assacia~

::Lans have ‘t been\Qescad in m;lt:ivariat:e aodels of a:;ainme t :hac fnclude

] ?
. 2

m::t:nc conc'ol!, for . sodidl, -ecencmic, and mot:ivat:ional faccors. 'liere"ore, Y,
3 13 not elaar vhecher the ac‘ai:ment of ygung women 1s .nh_bit:ed by hzving
a first' ‘.:irth at a young dge ©T whe:hsr the ach‘eveun;s of early childhea::ers

i

are limited bj/p/e/J

al and sncial chnrac:eristics other t:han their agg at fi.r.xr

" birth, “. Ce
. The analy'sé C] ed herd avalua:a the at:t:aimanc of\ agpruz:t_-:z:zlr
. 5000 cont:anporary young \rican Ee.-.na..es as it 13 a.ffact:ed by :I'.;p. zge wher :trer

beax :heir first chiid net of backgroundy and cm-.t:ex"ua:l faczors, s‘tzd: as race,

T - fm.ﬁ.} acatus, "and ragion og residsmce. ng:Lt:Lon, the ef? e.c: ‘of the ey -
: \—/‘””/\ A
' s:aﬁu of the b:Lr"h is cvaluaced. - - ¥ A
L MR - \
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&& young women studied 'were respondents in a paticnal longitudinal survey

4

- :
com:l.ssioned by the U S. Department of Labor. Respondents, who were all aged

14 to 26 at: :he :ime of the first m:srview in 1968, ha.ve been re-i.n:erviewed

.

annually; da:a. obcdned :hrbugh 1972 are iamcluded in :he’cun'en: analysis.

.
Infom:iou %,ghe edugationaly; occupational ma.ri:al and ‘amily sczr.uses cf )
5y .
these young waugw has been ob:ained anmually, providi..g an unusual opporcuzzil:y -

.. to follow the mportan: cnanges tHat oicur in their lives as :hey mature.

S
. Three research strategies have bee.n employed in this s;udy.

) © Ao In. :he "a;naimen: approach responden:s a:ta.im.e.n: at ages 18 ,
,

and 24 is evaluated as a function of :he mother's age at her firsc hirth bcth in
\

‘simple Gabular for::i arnd in-a umltivariate f:amework :ha: i.ncludes extensive

social, q’concmic, and mo:iva:ional 'con:rols. With this approach we examine

the following. cutcomes: educatiomal ac;aimen: family sdze, na;i:al
: ins:abili:y, occu‘pa:iona.l prestige, hourly wage, a.zmual earni.ngs household. -

"mcm, poven:y, welfare denendency, and the p:obabili:‘y qf becaming a , *.

b -

female fan:!.ly head. , - .7

1
1 P ¥

B. In the "1968.to 1972 experience approach,” respondents who are

( .
comparable.in 1968 are followed through the yeags of the survey, and the
Y . \ > | ) _
impact of the. waman's Age at first birth on her status :Ln 1972 is evaluated.
- . 000 )
w This approach produces a measure of the chanses i a young ‘woman's statuses oo

over the five years of the survey. Four outccmes are evalua:ed. with this *°
. approach: wmarital inscabi.liz:y; weeks worked bec':een 1968 and }.972; accupatianmal
estige 1a.1972; and household inc::qe -and povertv i 1972,

+

C. The ::ransitil probabil}:‘y ,approach" focuseg om the lileihncd of

a chang,e in respondénts L.'?es in any given year, based on changes iz other =

N . . l
v‘/% aspects of their lives. Far example, how much moTe 1.431"7 . it that a m

.
N
.
. . el
e e
. ¢




who has jua: had a first birth will érop out of school by the endqof the year,

conpared to 1 similar woman who does not have a firstc birth. in‘tha: ‘year? othe.

four outcomes evaluated usingqﬁhis approach ar: school exit and re-entry, work
¢ "t

éxit 'and re-en:ry, public assiscance exit and- re-entry,‘ and changes in nari;al

1

status (marriage, divorce or separtrfon, and,remarriag;)

v

. 4 &
'f. _ Chaprer Two: Education ~
Given the {mportance of educarion to. later economic and social a:atus, the

-

yeara of schooling complered by young women is given special emphaais in. this
analy!ia. In a mnltipiz regression controlling for f;miiy background statns,
demographic characteristics, and mo:iva:ional factors, the age of a young womén
at first birth was found to restain an imnortant impact omw educational attaln-

ment, over and above the effec: of her other characteristics. For example, .
youns women who bore their firsg child while 15 or younger compLered about 1 4 = |
fewer years of school by age 24 ‘than did their peers who delayed motberhood s ‘

untfl 16 or 17, and 1.9 fewer years than those Yaiting watil 18 to have 'their =~ .

"first child, Educational arrainnent is also found to be enhanced by having

relatively well-educated parents a small and intact family of origin parental

encouragement attendance in a college preparatory curriculum, and reading

.materials in the home. . . ' ' !

| 3 [ )
!

An 1mporranr second quesrion that was explored .is whether young women - sufl-
fer an 1n1:ia1 disadvantage due to an early birth but carch up over time. We
. ifind 1o evidence that young mothers catch up,_indeed rheqwrend to fall further
behind with passing years. The educational disadvanrage of the xnungest morhers

, ’

compared to childleas young women , is twhce as large at age 24 as ac)\age 18.

Addi:ional analyses led to the conclusion that rhe process of edicational

v, attainment differs for early as opposed to later childbearers. Th racter-

o Lstics of the family of origin appear to be most important Co the é¥entunal

[:R\j: /, \
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nminment of urly childbea-rers, for- example :hJ 'facher s"gduca ioun, n;mher

:of siblings and coming frgn ad intaet family - factors that are belie*ud ‘ta
. @ ‘.
prowtide che resourpes necessary tg overcome ‘an untimely pregnancm ‘ Amang !

mn ‘bearing their first child. ac an older age fadtors of personal motiva-

§ N .

tion- have a relacively grejter effect on the years of schooling comple:ed.

- -

It was 'hypo‘thesized that the con:eque:z; of an early birth might di.ffer

by raée".. Since teenage ch‘ildbearing is so h more frequen: among blacks,
¢ * . ' "t :

sociAl mechanisms for .Handling a birth were“arg}igd to be better develaoped a-
. X \ \

* mong blacks. Indeed, the educational loss is less fc;r young ‘black mathers.
For example, blacks having a bixth at age 15 or younger lose, 1.4 years rala-

' N ‘ -
tive to their childless peers ap age 24 ccmpared with 3.1 years among whitas.

+Clearly the occurrence of an early bireh has an important as.;:ociacicn with

a reduction in *educa:"ion'al attaimment; but the causality is aot clear. Among
H [ ¢ ’

" a sub-sample of young ‘mo'thers for whom it is clear the birth occurred in the
!

.

samé ‘or an earliex -yeai: :hng.g:he tergination of formal education, the drgument

for a. causal role tan be nade moz# s:rongl}; And among :His s

J
i - ) o
Chaater Three: Family Size

-

Having begua faxnily building a:‘h yousg age, early childbearers arz. faced -
\
vi:b many ‘értile years in whic.h to ‘bear addicional children. Our ezpec:z:ian

:hat: women having a fi:st birtn at am egrly age ':ould ‘:ve signi‘icantly zare !
\

' ch:l.ldr by age 24 teceived scrong conf *m‘a.cion., Even concrolling Enr 1::&&T ageE
N—

-—4\u:riage, family bac.cg*oqnd star.ns', leg,:.nacy status of c"e first T:i.

T

oy o

education, wémen hav".zig fiv’s‘g birchs at age 15 or less had l 3 mdre children by%

24 than wemen havizg a ‘firsc birch ac ages 21 "t 23; wemen having a Eirge bizoh
- . v - , ; ('S . B s ]

4

. - . i .
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; due to an early birth, it appears that they are soon compounded by rapid -~

. Farm backgrouuiand paren:al socicecodlbmic .status were not found to affect the’

..fe:tilicy of these ‘codtemporary yourg wémen.

.found/to predic: to mariral distuption.-

: s N o )
k;_ ) . . «
‘ .5
. T -~

’

-~

T at 16 -tg 17 had 1.0 more ;hild while women with a first birth at age 18 had v
0. 6 more child:en. ‘Overall, it was found that for each year a woman delqys
s first bi::h_éhe nunber. of children she wiIl have by age 26 is decreased by

ahouz 12 percgn:. Therafora, whaiever "difficylties :ﬁe young mnther faces )

+

’

subsequent childbearing. " ’ ‘
. - .

Rnspondents were also found to have larger fzmilies\by age 24 if'lhsy
. »

were rcla’ively poorly educated, black had a firs: birth before or in the
.

skne year as their first marriage; and if they married young and did not

‘experience marital disruption. In line with the seculat declize in fertilicy, .

'
young vgg;n from more recen: birth cohores were found to have smaller families.

i »

1)
L4 . '
. .
.

L)

Chavter Four' Uivorce and¥Separaticu.

~Iﬁa\cri:ical v;riab ia predict#;g,mar‘:al ins;abilitv bv age 24 was .

© age a: marr*age ra:hgr than age at first birth. Early mar-iages were Eound -

have‘*a" hﬂgher probabili:ias of distuption. The role of early ch..dbearing
here :heg appears to lie in ids prec-pi aticn of yotuthiul marriageg,';a:her .
:htn ia the facz of the early birth icself. Other variables.:ha:.were écund

to be dssoqia:ed with a higher probability oi marital disruption include beinz
black, living on the Pacific Coast, and beéeing Eram a nbre racent bir.h cohart
(ratlect.ng the socie:zl\:-end towatd more frequent divqrce) AEDC benefic ;
ltv.ls in the region of residence and’ paréntal soc&peconomic status were oot
\ e .

T4

i ) A sccand analysis follcwed respcndents zaritdl statuses over the gericd of

the survey. - Again, a younger age at Tiage was ‘ound tOzpredic: :: grez:er

‘ inscability be:zctn:laga and 1972, wh.L? age at EirSt bizt did not. ‘.d:h,zgg'éz

* : p




ma.rriage and duracion of rri'age were examined to evaluate whecher it is the
youchfulness of the partners or :he duracion of exposur% to :he risk ofy d.ivcrce

"\
< that con:ributes to "G:Lsruption, a young age ac marriage appears to be Che

. . \

disposing factor, Other variables measuri:l.g :hé reSponden:s initial £1968) .

'.

s’atus :ha: predi'c: to divozrce :an_ude a rela.:ively ‘Low, educaticn (another :aur.e
through which early childbearing may indirectly increase the l;ucelihccd of
divorce or separacion) being from 4 more recent birth cohort, and being black..
In addit!an, couples in wh..ch husba.nds eara ma.rgin,al .nccmes wives work, and
wives earn ‘a high.proportion of che. to:al family income seenr to face an

elevated probabﬂi:y of divorce. Non-»significan: associations were observed

between disn.pf.icn ar.d Pacific Coas: residence, me:*opolitan residence, and

" coming from a com~intact family. Again,' AFD{ benefits in- the rag"cn of

&

residence were not found to predict to the p\robabili:'; of divorce. ‘

s . .
- Chap?ra-i'-ive:a Qceupational Prestige, Hourly Wage and Annual EZarzicgs

Turning to the variables ccmpetional presrige, Hourly wage, and- ’
- . : )
' ‘annual earmings, it was not expected that age at first birth would have a

.

' stromg direct assogiation with these atzaizhent outcomes, but ggat the Izpact
-t ; —~ ” * * .

of an'early birth'would be tra.nsm.itted through the youxg wcmf:'s reduced

4 t

. e@czt.ional atzaiment and larger family size. Labor force experlance, -the atler

. e mediator, is not adequa.:ely rmeesured in :h.s dat:a set (see surmary of Chapter

Seven) As expected a.ge at fi-st: birth is strcugly related to ccc:mat:icnal

prestige, hour17 wage, and ammal eam:!.ngs only when measures of educat:t.mz].

[

a.t:aigment and family size are omizzed f"sm the equation. Educaticn seems :n:'
' be ;he cricical fac*or in ermnnc.ng both jagb status and earaings. .

Other variab 2s affa c"i..g occuuaticnal prest:.»ge indude the sociceccnmn..c :
status of the respondent's parents and her race. Wor‘d.ng less chan :n_T.-C“.:-ta/

EKC full-gedr has only a small a_nd non—signi.ican: assoc.atian wica fab st:z.t:us

e 8 -
. , - -

<
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Varinbles :hnc indreaae hodrly and annual earnings, in addition tJ(edu»
1 \ 7
cation, include me:rdpolitan residence, living outside :ne South and wurking

full- time/full-yenr. Interestingly the raceg of the respoﬁdent her pazent s

socio-econOmic status, her own marital status and the size of her family s in-

| come wi:hout her paycheck vere not found to be ;ela:ed to the level bﬁ_he:

~!

earnings. o ' ) w |
i ' L.’. '\; R / ".

Chapter Six:. Female-Headed Families and Welfare Dependency

- [ ]

" The proportion of zll families chat are‘ggmale-headed has “growg nearlf
ten times, as rapidly as the pro!drtinn of cwo-parent familied d the last
several decades. Im the nid;Z??O's, one ia six children lived in female—

feaded families. Most of :h' families originatefchrouéh divorce ar

the birth&of an out-of-wedlock child.s “The frequency of this family type was .
v ¢ A

/ ,
éxamined to see what, if any, role eafly childbearing plays 1h ics Enrmacinn ’
, The principal concern, however, is in che inCidence of welfare dependency chac

1:. 'is due to early childbearing. Ao analysis of female-headed families, tlie source

of most public eEsietaﬂ g cgses, and an analysis of all mothers was therefore

. con\ncﬁed ’ i | . "A h

Early childbearing was oot found ta be directly rela:ed to the probaoility

:.0of being eicher'a female houséhold head or a-welfare recipient. = However, age at

[ 3 -

, :
marriagg_is an idportadc predicccr of mari:a instabilicy, and bath izstabilicy

. and the o:currence of 2 premari:al birth predicﬁ ‘to being 2 fenale ‘zmi_y-bead at

’ Y

age 24 and to receiving welfare .at age 24, These findings suggest an ix-
direct role; since :he majority of early births eizner precipitate :zrrizges
to legitimate the pregnancy or occur ou:-oz-wedloca.. Ano:her imgordant grsr

AN
) . P |
, dictor of welfare dependency is lgw educatisa, a frequent consequence of early
childbearing. ¢ o

o V‘Although the level of AFDC benifi:s'i; the reglon of residence amdt Cre

9 S ~




v o CooN X .
. ' ’ ‘ '
& local unemployment rate were not fnund to affect the probability of§§ec.ipt . X

. ‘ of'welfare among either analysis sample, a measure of the demand for female 555

. -
N

labor in the community of resideuze was-significant, suggesting that'good . =

- r

‘ job cpportunities tend to reduce welfare dependency. The probability of

receiving public assistance was found to be higher among more recent birth

- . cohorts, and among blacks. . .o e

.
Py
3

: . s ‘ L ¢ : \' - ’ t -
~ . Chapter Seven: Household Income: and Poverty. v
Building on the previous analyses, in this chepter.we procepd to an,

. hd % .
f Integrated analysis of all major outcomes. Utilizing an analytic tébhnique \\.

known as path anelysis we can compare the sizes of the direct and iddirgtt ) ;

N effects of the age at which a woman has her first birth on later outcomes.

In Figure 1 we canm see, for exaﬂple, that even though there 'is no "direct"
\‘ - . - . ) ' ‘ - - -

_ effect (which would be represented by an arrow).leading from age at first - . >
Ve N R . . . ! . ’ /(' -

; . birth tq nousehold income! ege‘et~firs;‘hirth does haYe an effecth which we

~ . ‘»' ; % , ‘ .
.+ ecall "indirect,"” on h0usehold income. Tnis is because the age at which & - .

A

- ; . N . )
", woman byﬁts heé f?rst chilﬁ'hes an e feqt-(represented by an arrow) untﬁi/”;::) .

. v ‘ . s

I total family size and on sddcational attainment, both of which affect . .

: - :

hours she works. “Her labor force perticf!ation, in turn, affects her awn

earnings and her family's income. Thus the effect of age at first birth on

]

household inqome % said to pass "indirectly" through education, family size

Q and labor force participation. . . - . ' ) S/

A oy . . 10 . | ‘y,“‘u. L , ‘."
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In Figure 1, in addition to the arrow from age at first birth to .

K3 3

L.

educational attaimnenx:, ‘we have also drawn‘an arrow from edueational attain-
g. e

ment to-age at first birth. This represents our belief that dot only does the

Y

‘age at which avoman bears her first child affect the number of years . of

|
schooling she will complete, t?.lt that hex, schooling affects the age at which '
_(a) a

Thus, ‘tfiere are two distinctive patterns:

“ fi:qt birth to a teenage}: precipitates dropping out of schaeol; (b) ‘qrapping

out of schobl for reasons other thanapregnancy is nevertheless fogowed ly

’ /

prcgnancy./« (0f course, in some dases, it is- 1mp08sib1e to sort out the

-

causal order, since drgp-out’,and the initiation': of parentho.od are truly

simltaneous events.) In general, teenage mothers are considered to follow
L )

. the firkt pattern,’ while older{mothers tend to terminate thelx dchoolinge

-
-

-‘ ‘ :ﬂ . . | . >, ‘11 | E ’. ‘ .‘




. 2 ) ) ST : : . ) N . : ~

iprior to becoming pregnant. Using these dar)a to make a crude compar‘ison _
v N - . hd '
., of the age at »first birth and age .ats t’erm,ipation of schooling among women who . . ‘=
SRR - L

bore a child by age 27 does indicate that only z\am0ng those women who had a:

6regn"by or childbearing T ‘ .
a N .7
precede school termination in a substantial numben of cases. Moat women t s

‘Ol

:1:.: child while m high school\'sq_e's eJ.

" \19 and over terminate their sct;oé.ing before they hd‘g their first birth‘ af -
.- M-
. thoae zoung women, who bear a first child betweed' 16 and 18, fullv 70 nert:ent e
[4 9 ’ - N

drop our within one year of° the birth of. their first child, (in the pres .- " T ,“

. N

» vious yeSr the same year or in the)ear following), compared with fever
. »
e than one quarter of those who have a first birth between 19 and 21. 1 o
r\ . t
jFai‘ling to complete high- school is especiaﬁy iti‘t:al fon later life ex- ‘. ;

?erience, since the average young woman is now at,lea3t a high schooL g::adua::e.

‘

Since we expect th effects of the age at which a ‘woman bears her-\

L] - Cal

’ first child to b'e strongest among those who give birth at 18 or earlier, ., .
.. . ta
- we divided our sample of women who had had a child by age 27 into two grpups,

) &

.‘,’ thosegwho had that first birth at 18 or earlie'r and those who had it between: 18
and 27 " We then examined the effects of age, /at first birth on the e'arnings of
: ) "4
. - those'women,on the earnings of t:he husbands or other contributor- %o household

income and on the poverty status of their Households at age 27 in each
c .sample. In order tgmake sure that‘tlhe effects ot an early birth were - not ,‘V )
. confounded with early. marriage we oontrolled statistically for the.effect | ‘ ,
of an early‘ marriage ig these analyses. . - ’I» ' | .
‘_A_th First Birth and Educational Attainment - Overall Results ' ; -".‘ RN )
‘ As expected the effect of the age at which a woman\has her first . - \\.: ’

birth on educgtional attainme-t is very 1arge amon?g women' who have First’ ‘ T

'.
I'd - . > . o ‘.
“ : 4 - [}

7
) 1. The.data available -tp us are not detailed enough to sort out effects -,
- of birth ‘and pregnancy ontermination of schooling with any greater greciaipn
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bitths while still in high school

~
)
- . N

that first cHIld RS

Agnng the vomen

-
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. first bitth.
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As predi,cted the latter effec.t ;s stronger.

The Effect of Agé at First. Birth Amongj -Thos

’ S , Y

N
-

[
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e whp Bear a Firs

Ve

N betailed Resul tsl

Il

w

v

seems to run in both directions. Age at first birth’ affects ?ears of

Among‘hese wotﬁen the mmber of years
. of high hchoo]’t finished has no comparable éffett on the

who have Dﬁ:sc birt‘h hetween 19 and 27, catxsaI'it:y

s

Ve schbolins completed and the years -of schooling completed also affects sge st:

y

. \v

.

be substantial in money te_i'ns'a few ydars.later.

-

Effect Cn Own {éj‘\:

s

0y

L
-

‘.

A

. The: effect of \taiting one more Year befc;re’ having a fii'st child ecanx

7

“For a woman who bears her first child at 18 or earlier, waiting ‘one tl .

" ' Effect on Other‘ Househol'd Income ] . B yy )

more year before a first: birth has the<effect of incr ing her pwn earnings
oA

by $154 for each sueh year (WG dollars) Ihis 1s due entirely 1;0' the. , - -

.
.(/ 4

additional 4/5 of a year of education ‘that she can n~be. expected to compf/ete

as a result: of —each year of delay.

Jhe most’ important effect: however, of waiting 4:hat additional year"
appears to be that for each such year 3 first birth 1s delayed, the incéme

of her husband or other h?usehold prcwid;er at age 27 is/int:reased by $l.220 ‘3"

—

| - : J’?‘
\ Once aqain, this effect 13 due"entirely ‘to the 4/5 additional - "l
”‘ - - i : - ) ‘ o ° ( 4
. .0 1. Al affects 1n.1976 dollars. ° - -

. 2. This effect ‘is Small’ partialjly because women vith no income are
"included in this sample.

¢’

3. This effect is reduced though not eliminated when marital stetusv
ts controlled. 'rhus it is partially but not.entirely due to the-greater
’pt'opensi'ty'of ‘the very earliest childbearers not to be married at 27.

»
-
@~ -
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»
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2
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e - ~ . t .
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.

[}

age at which she heats .

N
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A

yem o£ educetion that she can be expected to complete, presumably because ‘
< B

1t increases the avnilabi‘lity of and her attractiveness to 'husbands of higher

.

nrning}potential i S - h .o .

{

. Effeet on To al Household Inco : «

j / effect on totel ho"usehold.income at 27 of delaying a birth is

to i.ncrease 4t by$1374 ($1220 + $1§4) for each xear that birth is clelayecl.1

he s s 7

.

Eﬂfzeet on.Poverty. ' 4

A ~,

] ﬁeceuse of the substantial size of.its effect on household income,

s

-

- age. nt first birth has..a large idpact ,on the probability of the woman's

O
o

household being in povert‘x at 27, For each year a woman delays a first birth,

i,
- »

' the prqbability of her household being in poverty at 27 ism;,educed by 2.7

percentage points. Since the averag{ proportion of this sample in poverty 1is

-

~
‘. percent this would mean; a reduction of 23 peroent for each year a birth

LY

F 7
ie deldyed a 'Bubstantial reduction Again, this effect: is due entirely to the:

’ “additional 4/5 % young woman v}ﬂl be able to complete 1f her

» \ .
Tirst birth occurs at 16. for. example’, instead of at 15. , .
t LR
¢ .0 The Effect of Age at-First Birth Among Those Who Bear a First~Chi1d at 19
. ol
\ _or Later - Déttiled Results . . (/ ’

Eff Income . -, . . ,

otal Effect.-‘-In this sample “of later childbearers the total e#ect

A

~of vaiting one year before having a first child is very small, only $16

for each year a birth is- delayed because the different indirect 5ffects
@

affect later income in opposite directions., The sepa.rate positive and

[ 4

gative effects: which, when sumed ‘form the total effect are the Eollorlﬁg‘

.

..

. These effécts may. ‘be conservative because women with missing data
had to be ,excluded from the analysis, and those excluded tended to have
lower educations and lower incomes.

. 2. All effects in 1976 dollars. ’ .

.m. B - N .
: ‘ )

Q ‘ .
, 14 !
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N
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‘ ’1‘ho Positive Effect Through Education.--Compared to a woman of the same
r~

age who has a first child the woman who pdstpones that child can expect at
/

age 27 to earn $72 more, for each year she postpones the birth. This is”
becauae she vill obtain a small amoudt of additional education (about oFe-fifth
o} a year)*which will increase her labor ‘hrce participation and, hg\own

o7 earnings. . . o ~ : .

;o ~
. The Positive Effect Through Fﬁmilx Size.-- Because she will have

i
fewer children, she can also’ expect to work more hours which wiil increase s

. ' her earnings at age 27 by $364 for each year she postpones the first birth,

* The Nj&ﬁ.ve Effect’ Through Labor Force Participation.--However,

-

at age 27 the voman who postpones a first; birth will earh §420 less for\

' . .
_each year of delay, becauae older chﬁdbearers were found to work fewer 1

, 3 - .
hours during ‘the last year.l O S

- - v e -

_Effect On O;her Household' Income ‘ A .

F ¢

In Eﬁ’is s.amplg, ‘being one year older at first birth has~>no effect

~—

T at a11 on other hop‘sehold income (whether husband s, other relative' s or ~ SR
4 ‘ ~ . . . 4
. non-relative s) atgqage 27. - ‘ -
- . . ) ';Qh.’ . '
. ‘Effect On Povertl oo, . o
. 4 N #r% - R B
The effect of being one year older at-first birth on the probability

'

(.

of being in poverty at age 27 is to reduce it by 1.4 percentage..goi\ts or by
about, 16 percent.~ The largest indirect effect is due :8 rhe ‘effect of age o
at first Hirth on family size. Being a yea‘r older at first birth reduces

. the proportion in poverty by 1.3 percentage points for évery year a first
'.’

- birt/_/i’a } {ayed because famil' size is reduced by about one-fifth . -

L]
*
i -

> ‘. . 13

oW i * a4 / -

IThis effeqt is not changed by a "control for the presence of a child
Q\nder 3; Therefore it is not dué to a différence between early and later .
. childbearexs in the’ presence of a young child. - a L.




» )
? ) [ :g A )
a (& < < ’ : . ~ 4 . [
‘\'_ The effect of delaying first births among early childbearers is clearly
"y [ ] - , . 3 ‘ ." . , .
very large tn dollar terms. For each year a high schooi_student can postpone ) .-

-2 LR \ .
he_r?ﬂ.]:st b'k‘ she c,an' expect to complefe, on the average 4/5 years of
furtber’schooling. By age 27» this schooling will raise her earnings by

.§154 for each yéar of delay. In ad!\iition, other earners in her household

v
-

, will contribute $1220 mof'e, for each year of de].ay. This cumulates to.a hause~
hold that is better off by $1374 " Put another way,: the probability thatn her

household will be 1n poverty is reduced by 2.7 percentage poinﬁ for each year .
of delay in a sample in wh*h the- average percent in poverty is 12.0. ‘There-  ,
&

fore, if teén\age chil,dbearing can be délayed in favon of furté\r education, the

economic advantages and' associated non-econom.ic ad/ antages, to the individual -

her-family, and society, ap‘pear to be -substantial. A




'

a first birch- occurs to a woman who 1is divorced or separaced the probabili:y of

PART II

- !

< ' B
. The Impact of First Birth on Major
. -Life CHanges.of Young Women

- In the yearly crznsi:ion approach the probability of experiend.ng changes-
1n narical scar.;us, sc.hool enrcllment s:arus, wotk force sca;us " and publig

assiscance scacus as‘a result of having a firsc child in the current oF previous

¢

yeor was explored. “

\

Yy A. 'Impact of a ‘-':ert Bi:th on Changes in Mar"cal S:acus

/ About’ 12 p ceo.c of our sample of women married in a giveo. year. .,Ia_,cb! year

i /

a f.irsc bir¢h occurs ‘to a never @rried weman, she exper" ences dramaticelly higher

firsc mzr"iage probahilizies (such that’ haIf .of all s‘ingle women vho give bizth -

u_:o.rry). If she rema:l.ns single, she scill experiences slightly-hizher rates in

Quccessive years. ‘n}e nét effect of a first bir"h to'a singleLoman is to coosider;-
b

ably eccelerace :he pace of first marriage a.nd chereby :he likelihood of ever mr-y.:xg

- 1f a“ftrsc"bi.th occurs :o a ma.rried wvoman - (as most do) ; the- probabilicy ef . . -

('Y ¥

divorce or sepa.rarioo. is very subscencial.y reduced for a year or two (from 7

percenc to roush.ty 2 pefcenc) However, if the woman 1s under 18, her. marical

mstabil.:y is increased. Second or later births, however, lead to a greater

-
probebilicy of divorce or separacioo. in boch the firsc. and r.ollowing years.

-

of chose divorced or ®eparatdd, % percen: rema{r:'.ed in a 3:Lveo. yeer. ’If '

rena‘:riege :Ls ‘raised in che first year (abouc half ...ar"y within a year afcer .he

birth); unchznged in the second year and reduced ia the -third year. ' secondw_f

or la:er b:chh c'he rene.rriage probabilicy :Ls reduced 1n' both second’ chi:d

yurs (abtmc one-chird ma.r—y)




B. Impact of a Firse Birth on School Exit and ne-ezicry '
. » . B
’ ‘l!he eﬂect of a firsc birth on $chool exit j.s consiscenc across all levels "

-

" of SChOOlz That is, a first birth in the current year’inc:eases sﬁbscag;iallr

'
tha probabili:y of 'dropping ouc whecher the weman is in high school, be:wcen
w
high school ana college, in college, or becween co.llege and graduate school. l't: g

4 doea not appea.r to :anrease :he probabi.li:r of drépp:Lng out of graduace school. '

. However, e impacc of a firse hirth depends. greacly on,che marital status of the

woman. A first birth is much more llkely to resul: :Ln termination of sdhodling
if the woman is marr"ed ac the tize o{fn_mrries in t:he same year, If she does not

v :_ marry the chances she wﬂl drop out or school are eit;her incredsed culy slightly

t l

o "or ot a: all - B . a S
v Amaug ‘girls in tenth g-ade, mar;iage and a birth in the same year raise the
/ »

) probabilir.yl of d:opping oug, from 1(5 percen: for those who remain ch..ldless and

umarr:!.ed ;’o 27 percenc. Among high ﬁhool gra.dua.:es, 48 perce“h:. do got continue

_od to college. . HoWever nearly cwice as many (80 percen:) w}:.o have a. mar'iage and ‘

-

a firsc bL?h im a g"ven year dq not 'encer college. Amon‘ collegé women, the

zSchance of’ roopi..g ou: in any_ given ye:ar :Ls 20 oercen:.’JOf :hose who have both a

. *ma:;:bage and a.«f"rsr. birth 73 percenc do not concinue.- "Following college grad-

uation, 70 percenc of all wemen da no: conc_nue oA rir&c birth and a firse

marriage .n‘c‘rease sl ighcl*? the pr‘obabili:# of d:*opoitg ou:. A: .che graduate' e

Y

school level, marria.ge alone I?aﬁés :‘*e prooa.biili:y :ha.r. a woman m.ll drop

ks
)

out.

e
, -

'nms it’ appears t:hac it 1is marriage, uore :han ‘a firsc birth :ha: pulls

.. wcmen out of school at all levcls t:hough the ef‘ecu’ of both highly

.

cctrclaed., The effedéts of a firsr. bi..tn a.nd. a firsc :narrﬂ.age arF s:ronges:

- - .
. < M-
.
1‘8 X ’
: '
. . e
. v
v et -
. .




{ " at the loyer schooling leveis',- i.e., among younger wcmen. « One year after
- .‘ . \l . ‘ . .
ic occurs, a first birth s:ill exerts pressure :oward higher school drcp—cu: rates, .

bnt: af:er :’*yqa.rs there is no discemible impace among :hose se¢ill enral.ed

. _ 3 - P

Childbearing apd mdrriage deter reen:*-y in ch t:he same way tﬁey
erxegurage. exit. It appear‘s\ :ha: early chil,dbearers dd not cd:eh\up with'
their nopl-chiIdnearing peers. ' At least up 9 ‘dge 26 dz.‘c:pping auu of schoal*
due to narriage and/or chi.}.dbearing is npp reversed by a hign ie-enrrz rate. ‘ ’

. * . B - K . f o
. M Ve P N L
later om, . e . v e L7 . ’
- , —~ Yo a e ' R
4 N

c. Im;pact of a Firs: Birth on jﬁcrk En:ry f;nd Ex,.: ”‘\' ’ . -';:. ", \“’Q‘\/ T

3

A woman' s firs: bitch: dir?ctl] afﬁec:s -her ':prk enfry probability, the |

-

0
' hours she works given that: she begins wor;c',"and :he pr obability ofgexit aftar

v . she begins wors. Twen:y-five perc.n: of mar'ied &men begin wor«; i jsven

year._ A first birth exerts par ict.larl#sc.rong pres?swe on a r::arried‘ w&man ‘ :

,\\ . . N

. & N
. not to begin work (only 17 percen: do) and. char »pr,e:sure con:im.es _‘; .
) \h d . Ya-. .
reducev:ﬁ degrqe for severa.l years a.ter the bir:h Fon:'y- ve pércen: of
: . ‘ *

" ummarried wcmen en:er :he work force in ‘a give'n yea-. .An u;x;zyiea :mman _"~ L é
typieal_? does .not reduce her wors e:::"'yE p.r‘nhabvili:'y éo dras:" ca.uy :Ln :
s response co a currenr year. firzst bii‘:g al:hot;gh é‘ze enrryn raqe 1s reduced L
(3Q percent o.: :hese .wc;x::en beg.n wqu i n‘ agi vgn»‘yea":'s 'f‘.o.reover, mar'ied

.
- AP -

P )

) Qevm.en seen Co hav, )e above-uor:'.al ent'—y ra:es d.n t.“ze )tear a.f:er :he bip‘tho

. (63 percen:: en:er in the’ following year), so :l;at any, deflcic :Ln new en:rants . N
y « . / ~” - ’ t ) "
appears to he eliniinated. For married wcmen 2 firsr bim seems” Co- :Lnauce

b—-—m
'la,g!lasring delays ia work entzy; for um‘:arried wcmep. a firs: bi‘:th seens R
/' ouj.y to dela'y encry for ome year. . o ‘

For new, enrrant:s to- work hours worked are str‘bngly reduced by 2 c'.zr-ant.

.
¥ R K R

‘le

ffir'st birth. For married women, the dovnward pressure continues in- s::zll _amasure

Ay




aftcr the.first year. Since better educated women | eana to work more.hcurs, ;.7 . Sr\
tnd since fi:st birth couplgd wi:h marriage leads :o school drop-out, a'first
birth coupled with a marriage which :runcﬁnes educational attainmen: is “alsa . : .
likely to truncate Bours worked for new en:rants. _ :'. e Lo T

« About 20 percent of wcmen, marrie unmair‘ed lezve :he labor force

- e

tn a 3iven yeat. Work exits are increased by a ﬁ*rst birch id a; sinilar

[

manner for married zgd ummarried wemen by about 20 percen:._ The effect seems

3 :g;a:iz'ly shor‘-liv%d. Once wcmen have been working ;hey seem ‘to resik: ¢
' ‘ N ' ' . * \
stopping more than uon—work.ng%?cmen resist starting. :

a

‘D. Iapact of a First 3irth om Eutry ‘Onto and Bl Frcm Eublic Assistance.

Ouly 4 percemt of all women go on:o»puhﬂic assistance in a given year, L

40 percen: of'chose enrolled ex;; Premarital fizst bir:h§ s:,gngl?-prcpal

4

’ women on:o‘puEIz: assis:ance (23 percent of wcmeg.who expetience a premarital'

)

first bi’th go onto public assistance in the same eaz) and.reduca cheir Co ‘ .

s

chances of’leawing to almost .ero, Postnar‘:al ﬁi:st birzhs: exer:‘only very ‘ ’
M ! * '

sligh: pressures on entry and exit.- The pressure of a :irs: birth qu eatry

numerous ind‘°ec: ef‘aczs, sugh as through droppiag \out of the work .force, which

o o ¥ g s , .
" is° associa:ad with an incggased ~change. of public assistence en:'y A fic =St birth

Ed

accompanied by a marriage increases‘:he probaoili

L4

axit frcm public assistznce

> .

(58 percent leave il'a year) g " &

L4

.
~

1. The variable used is actually whether or not agyone iz the hiusehald is
rlceiving public assistance o: any kizad. ’ -

M




/ A - DiScussion and Conclusions'
: : : . 3.

mm: “then. is tﬁe impact of early chil-dbearing on the 1life of a woman,

-

md by {nevitable extrapolation, on the life of the child she ‘bears’ The
A

:l.sm 1s not s sinsple or direct as 7(first appeared An early first bt(rth
does seem to limit the schooling a young woman completes and to increase\the

. oumber of children she bears. On the other hand, age at ‘first birth has fm .

. dirqct e?iect on other critical outcomes at age 24 includit‘ narital disrup
tion, welfaré rec iency, occupational prestige, or hourly and amnal earningx
impacttof an ly birth does a£fect these later outcomes, h.owever --Q‘ ‘
t.hrcfush its impact on education and fertility Less’ well-educated women , not: .

,bnly ‘earn leds at le/ss prestigious jobs and depend on welrare foté often,

they also experience marital instability moTe f:’equently. A larger family .ﬁ '

’ size reduces women 's- labor force participat‘ion and causes availgble resaurées

- /be Stretched moTe thinly. . - | L ’

Eowever, these con,clusions mﬁt be tempered by several additiqnal caveats.

-

First of all, we emphasize that »the women s;udied here are very young and so

- their fina.l status is not deEE‘rninq_d. While we feel fairly confident in

P
_

dra'ring conclusions about the years of schooling completed by early- relativ.e
' tb lafr-iildbearers, we have somewhat less confidence in our conclusions
\ectncerning completed family size. _Nor do we ezpect the J.abor forcs participa- '
!iion and household incomes of a_group of women still under 30 to be settled.
. Id addition, for statistical reasons women still childless at 27
. in the respective. analyses, could not be included in the path model. 'rhere— .
fore the comparisons are somewhat more limited than in real life. Furthemnrz,
\ 'dne to their limited range of ages, the fact that early childbearers m
'yo;ms at first birth ts confounded with the fact that when they are 27

their children will be ‘more nature than ose of later chilcn:ea.rers. For tiess

., 21 ‘ .




it 14 neLessary to study contemporery women. Evaluating the longer.-tem can=

' to later matital instability than the age at which she bears a first child.
] L .

. ~ < '
. N :
. (]
- . R
¢

ﬁ ‘ 20 .
L ’ ., 7 )

reasons, conclusions based on such a young sample must be. tempered However,
sequences necess-arily fnvolves a sample of older: .and ‘ess ‘contemporary adults.
Each approach has’ advantages and. disadvantages, combining the two approaches ~

shonld produce the fnl],est picture. -

Second, we have not been entirely successful in disentangling the effects

. of early ‘c‘:hi’ldbéaring frem those_of early marriage. The variables are highly

.eorrelated (+. 96) ; however, because’ of their close association, especially

among the youngest women, we may never be ‘able to disentangle the effects
completely. It does appear, though, that age at first birth ffects family

bﬁﬂding, while the age at which a woman marries appears to be more important

Third, most of the young women in our sample completed their

- P
schooling before having their first child. 1In ad&;l.tion, then, to pregnancies

-

that occur._among -schoolgirls for lack of. knovledge and contraception, and

among young women ‘already aut of school result from lack of attr‘active alter-

patives to early childbearing. For these-young women age at first bikth has

’ I4 ’ .
no known effect on{educational attainment; rather, educational attainment '

affects age’t first birth. This too is an interesting finding. Why 1is
&mal education so unappealing that teenagers drop out e‘though ihe are

not pregnant? More relevant educational programs and greater” employment

opportu’nities \might provide viable alternatives to early"childbearing. This

is not to ignore the importance of those high school students whose unintended

[ ]

‘first pregnancy or birth precipita&s school dropaut, a significant loss of

-~

schooling} and‘ substantial economic disadvantages. The different motivations

1

. . ! - ® . -
. - ' 2 2 d -
* -~ L} . .
.

and needs}these twoegroups should be recpgnized. e ) .

~

vhich force them to discontinue schooling, it is probahle that many pregnancies -




e 2 ' :

’ ) e

. \ . .
'nu traansition analyses reported in Part II verify the 'ﬁnﬁﬁt}: ’effeq:

:hnt 2+birth has on all women (and presumably om their men) regardless of their

L]

- ages. Women who bedr a child tend also during the same year to drop out

—

of school, quit thei: jobs, and go om public assis:auce.' This ef ect is even
strong;r if they ma.n‘y in the same year, which they/ are likqu :o do. 'rhey

cypically do oot return to school in sufficient oumbers to compensa‘e for the

cffec; of an untimel*bir:h, though they do enter or ze-enter the labor force ° '

‘e N - ' v - ’ -
soouner or latex. The effects of these annual transitions are documented f{n

. ch\e at:zig'eh: analyses.’ Alt’hdugh childbearing may. :er'xd. to have the same im-
.,picr. on all ;nﬁen, the mganing of qui.t:ing schc':o.].,.i.sfvery _differe;xt ‘iu tenth
' grade upared to college. And the effect of quitting work is vy differenc
for a teenager who hastily marries her high school sweetheart relative to a
. ma::ried woman in —her baéu:ies with the ;:re'deutialng. necessary’ for. job |
ncement. Thus we suspeft that over :i:;e long-run she will be less well aff

. - ’ v - M . L)
terebeartng sistez. Campbell's remark; which-is so Yrequently-quaoteds--- - -

is, then, esseatially correct: ) N , Q .

The girl who has an .illegitimata child at the age of 16 suddenly
has 90 percent of her life's.script written for her. She will probably
drop out of. school; even if scmecne else inm her family helps to, taka
care of the baby, she will probably cot be able to find a sceady job
that pays enough to provide for hggseli and her child; she may feel
.impelled to marry scmeone she might not othersise have chosen. Her
life choices are few, and most of them ars bad. Ead she been able to 7
delay the first child, her prospects might have been quite different, Y o
yming that she would have had opportufiities to continue her educatiom,
2 prove her vogational skills, find a job, marTy scmeone she wanted to "
, and have a child when she and her husband were ready for it .
(Cmpbell 1968).

However, ‘it is not ac all clgar that the young weman has or must have 30
pe:cen: of her'life'’s sc*ip: décided.v The very complexity of tie procsss pruvides

nnl:iple points of ia:arven:icn—nany poircs Eor govemenc as well as paren:s,

schdols, and other instituriocus: : , ' ' v
. - |

°. S 23




i

e

1. &revog;iou of the pregnancy, thx;ough p,rovision of contraceptive

cnunseling and services, sex eduea:icu, and parenting education, beginuing .at

adolestence and before. _-r . ' ’ R e

2. The means to :emi.na:e a pregnancy early on ' if that :_f.s ; strong m‘.sh

or neeessit:y for :he young woman. -

3. Counseling and assistance that would enable- the young m.o:her to ewoid

‘,, Jparriege en:ered into 'solely because no a.l:eraa:ives are perceived. 0n' the:
other Ha’nd, a des:!.red marriage shpuld, no: be discouraged by the ungvailabiliey
of such ‘public assistance as that provided, by ~the- unemployed father prograa.

Provision of adequate and .ne:cpensive day care would allow her to work outside

the home. ~ i
. "

4. Help in completion of her educatiou, if she does have a child at an early

- N »
.

age. More Innovative educaticrnal programs may encourage the young mother to

.

s.:ay in school. Day care; would allow her tc do so. Tachnical or vocatiomal

- ! -

training might prove useful for these who have peen unsuccessful students prior‘\/

-

to the birth.

5. Help with prevention of additional unwanted childbearing, again through
contraceptivi)counseling and services, . e
6. Better labor marice: ‘oppor‘t:un'ities and increased flexibility of work

.

schedules, so'tha: it is neither necessary nor a:t:rective.':o resort to public
assistance. ’ l ot . e

For those women ;ehose ‘childbearing follo;s'rather than precipitates the
termination of schooling,. the policy implications of our model differ somewhat.
At isoue, in addition to the prevention of unwanted births, 'is the provision of
means »of satisfaction alternative to childbearing and rearing. Such a.goal can

P
be achieved, and- therefore, early childbearing prevent:ed through:

7 Making schooling more attractive to young women, thus keepins then in schnr.tl

, '. - 24' ,
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longer, and ' ‘ . R

8. Providing meaningful ahd attractive emp loyment _opport'unit\iesg

° .

[
N

The a:itical issues seem to be ones of choice, equal opportunity, and the

' velfare of ‘the children. & women enter motherhood at an early age out of

choice? ‘Do all women have the opportunit:y tQ, avoid ‘early parent:hood, ta
ecq'&.te the skills for self-support and to lead a ,satisfying life, t{het:her or
not they are perentsT And, are they prepared economically, educationally; and
emoéionally-t:o assume the burdens of parenthood whﬂ_e yet teenagers? The con-
sequences of early childbearing appear to be sufficiently negative that we douht'
i‘ls a st:a.t:u.s nor:h:ﬁy entered by choice, characterized by equal Opporfzun:/l.ty,
‘0T benefici'al to children. Therefore, it-seems important to we}/ght the costs
of early childbearing doém;cnted here, both direct and indirect, against the
) ’ e

costs of intervening to prevent increasing proportion of United States children
N '

to be born to teenagers. N - -"

) 2 3 b

" PART I analyses were carried out by Kristin A, Moore, Sandra L. ‘Hofferth, and

Linda J. Wait/e y —
PART II analyses were conducted -by Steven Caldwell. - e

Copies of the full report are available at a charge of $10.50 to coCer xeroxing'
from Kristin A. Moore, The Urban Institute, 2100 M Street, N.W., Washington,
p.6. 20037.
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